FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 23
Genesis 30:25-31:55

In the last lesson we saw Jacob reaping the consequences of his wrong choices and bad behavior.  Despite his failings, God promised to prosper, protect and restore him.  However, Jacob also has to learn from his painful mistakes.  He deceived his father—he is himself deceived by his future father-in-law, Laban.  He stole his brother’s birthright—he will have years of his life stolen from him by Laban and his family.  He manipulated people and circumstances—now circumstances and people will manipulate him.  His wives argue and squabble and treat him as little more than a stud service.  Yet there is something almost noble in the quiet and patient way that Jacob endures these various reversals of fortune—God is at work in his life.

Why do you suppose Jacob requests permission to leave Laban’s household in verse 25?

Why does Laban want Jacob to stay?  What spiritual principle has Laban learned?  How is that he, not a very godly man, understands this?

Describe the agreement that Laban and Jacob come to.  Why do they choose this mechanism of payment?  Who is likely to benefit from this arrangement?
How does Laban seek to take advantage of Jacob after their agreement has been reached?  How does Jacob respond?  (Note: historians are not clear about the significance of the practice that Jacob employs with peeled rods of wood.  Is this science or magic?)  Do you think Jacob was right in employing these methods instead of simply trusting in the Lord?  Why or why not?  What were the end results?

What factors prompt Jacob to finally leave Laban’s territory?  What justification does he use about his leaving?

How did Jacob respond to Laban’s obvious treachery?  What spiritual principle do we learn from this?  See also Proverbs 20:22 and Romans 12:17-21.

How do Rachel and Leah respond to Jacob’s decision to leave?  How do they view their father?

What do you notice about the timing of Jacob’s departure?  

Why do you think Rachel steals her father’s household gods?  What does it tell you about Laban?  About his family?

Why does God warn Laban prior to meeting up with Jacob?

Note that Laban is a master of “spin”.  How does he describe Jacob’s departure?  What is he seeking to do here?

What mistake is Jacob making in the vow that he makes (verse 32)?  What should we learn from this?

How does this situation work to Jacob’s advantage and Laban’s disadvantage?  What commentary is the author making about foreign gods by this story?

Describe the covenant made between Jacob and Laban.  Contrast the way Jacob sees it with the way Laban sees it. 
