FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 14
Genesis 17-18:15

God promised that Abraham would have descendants as numerous as the stars in the heaven.  In the previous chapter Abraham believed God but felt compelled to “help things out” with a plan of his own to bring about the fulfillment of God’s promises to him. It raises an important question for Christians today: when should we simply wait and trust in God’s word and when should we step out in faith and show some initiative of our own? A clear part of Abraham’s dilemma is watching Sarah’s body and his own deteriorate past the age of reasonably bearing children.  It has been 13 years since Ishmael was born, 13 year of thinking that this was the fulfillment of God’s promise, that Ishmael was the heir to God’s covenant promises. The thought of having a child with Sarah must have not only seemed impossible but also unnecessary.

As chapter 17 opens God again speaks to Abraham.  As we have seen, these little “talks” involve further advancements and clarifications of the covenant.  What does God add at this point?  Do you think He is changing the covenant?  Specifically, do you think he is changing the covenant from an unconditional to a conditional one?

Why does God change Abraham’s name at this point?  What have we learned thus far in the book of Genesis about naming things?  Consider these other ideas:  “Abram” means exalted father.  “Abraham” means father of a multitude.  The difference between Abram and Abraham is the addition of the Hebrew word “ruah” which is also used for the Spirit of God.

What promises are specifically given to Abraham’s descendants?  How might we apply these as Christians today?

The practice of circumcision was not unknown in the ancient world—it was practiced in different ways in the ancient world, most often at puberty as a rite of passage from childhood to adulthood.  How does God take a “pagan custom” and make it His own?  What do you think was the function of circumcision?

Why were servants included?

What takes the place of circumcision today?  See Romans 2:28-29 and 1 Peter 3:21

Next Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah.  The distinction in meaning between these 2 names is not really known but again it symbolizes that she belongs to God.  What specific promises are given to her?

How does Abraham respond to the news that Sarah will have a child?  Do you think this represents a lack of faith?  Why or why not?  Why does Abraham advocate for Ishmael at this point?

Contrast the promises given to Isaac with those given to Ishmael?  Why do you think God chooses to do it this way?

How does Abraham respond to God’s command about circumcision?  What do we learn from his action?  (Contrast Moses’ actions in Exodus 4:24-26)

What do we learn about Abraham from his actions in the first verses of chapter 18?  Who do you think these visitors were?

How does Sarah respond to the news that she will bear a child?  Contrast her reaction with that of Abraham when he was first told this news (17:17).  How does the Lord respond to her? Do you think He is angry with her?  What do we learn from their interaction? 

