FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 13
Genesis 15:1-16:16

During this portion of the book of Genesis the covenant between God and Abraham is defined and redefined.  As noted previously, the issue is not that God is changing His mind or the terms of His covenant but that Abraham is steadily growing in his faith and thus is able to understand God and his plan for humanity more fully.  A pattern emerges in each of these chapters: there is an obstacle to the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham, Abraham must act in obedience and demonstrate his faith and dependence on God—often causing him to act in a sacrificial way, followed by a further revelation from God in response to this sacrificial act.  Do you think this pattern is descriptive of our lives as Christians today?  Why or why not?

In the last lesson we saw Abraham refusing to take booty from the king of Sodom so that he could never claim to have been part of Abraham’s blessing or success.  This sacrificial act leads to a further iteration of the covenant which God is making with Abraham.  What does God promise to Abraham in the first verses of chapter 15?

What objections does Abraham raise?  Do you think this represents a lack of faith on Abraham’s part?  Why or why not?  What do you learn about Abraham’s relationship with God from this?  How might we apply this in our Christian life today?

What assurances is Abraham given?  Do you think this constitutes proof?  

The next scene is an eerie one that mimics a well known custom of that time.  When a covenant or agreement was made, a sacrifice was offered and both parties of the covenant walked between the split halves of the sacrifice. The idea is that if either party reneged on the agreement they were inviting a curse similar to beheading or dismemberment on themselves.  How does God modify this practice here?  What do we learn from this?

God reveals some of the future to Abraham.  Do you think he would rather have had this news or been kept in ignorance. (Put yourself in his position—how would you have felt on hearing the news that he receives?)

Why are the people going to have to wait to enter the promised land (verse 16)?  What things about God do we learn from this statement?  See also Leviticus 18:24-28.

At this point Sarah and Abraham decide to take a hand in helping God to fulfill his promise to them.  The practice of a barren wife providing a surrogate to her husband was well known in the ancient world.  Do you think they sinned in doing this?  Why or why not?

What problems arise because of their plan?  How do Sarah and Abraham handle these conflicts?

Hagar responds to the ill treatment by running away, most likely heading to Egypt.  How does God intervene?  What does Hagar learn about God here?  Why do you think He wants Hagar to return to Abraham and Sarah?

What specific promises are given to Hagar?  What predictions are made about her son, Ishmael?

Hagar is unique as one of the few women in the Old Testament to who God directly appeared and the only person (male or female) who actually gives God a name.  What is Hagar expressing in the new name she gives to God? What can we learn from Hagar? 

