FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 11
Genesis 12:10-13:18

In the last lesson the book of Genesis took a major turn in describing the covenant made between God and Abraham.  The covenant is more than just an agreement between God and one human being.  The promises made to Abraham affect the entire human race and are the extension of God’s original blessing promised as far back as Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  Abraham’s line is the line of the important “seed” which will defeat the seed of the serpent but, as can be seen in this lesson, this seed will not go unopposed.  The seed of the serpent continues to y oppose the blessing of God in any way it can.

The text makes it seems like Abraham passed right through the promised land. Why does he head for Egypt?  Do you notice anything different about the second half of chapter 12 as opposed to the first half?

Do you think Abraham sinned in travelling to Egypt?  Why or why not?  How can we tell whether we should stay in a tough situation and trust in God or move to a location where times will be easier?

Why does Abraham ask Sarah to tell the Egyptians that she is his sister?  While Abraham has come under fire for what appears to be lying, this is in fact not exactly a lie based on two pieces of information.  The first is that Sarah is actually his half-sister (see Genesis 20:12).  The second is that a husband could elevate his wife to the status of “sister” in that society as a mark of great respect or affection.  Regardless of whether not this is a lie, what is Abraham risking in perpetrating this ruse?

In what way does Abraham’s strategy work?  In what ways does it not work?  (Think of some of the consequences of his action.) Are there ways that we act today which cause non-believers to rebuke us?

What does God want to teach Abraham through this experience?  What applications can we make from this story?

This story also parallels, and thus foreshadows, a future event.  Read Exodus 3:20-22, 12:35-36 and Psalm 105:37-38.  Again, what lessons do you think we could learn from this part of the story?

How would you compare the first half of chapter 13 with the last half of chapter 12?

What is the source of tension between Lot and Abraham?  How does Abraham respond to this?  What positive qualities about Abraham do you notice here?

Culturally, this interaction is a complete surprise.  Abraham is older and a father-figure to Lot.  We would expect Abraham to choose first, rather than Lot.  To someone of that culture the story would be so shocking it would probably have caused a great deal of discomfort just to hear it.  Why does God do it this way?  

What do we learn about Lot from this part of the story?  Are there clues about why he made the choice that he did?

How does God reward Abraham for his actions here?  God repeats the covenant that he had previously made in chapter 12.  What things are repeated?  What new information is given?  Why does God repeat the covenant at this point?  What has God repeated in your life?  In what ways has God blessed you when you sacrificed your rights for someone else?
How would you contrast the situations of Lot and Abraham as chapter 13 comes to a close? 

