FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lessons 10
Genesis 11:26-12:9

In this lesson we come to the heart of the book of Genesis.  Up to this point, since the story of creation, the author has principally traced out the presence of sin and its negative effect on the world: our relationship with the earth/environment, the animal kingdom, with one another, and most importantly our relationship with God. Despite the spread of the curse, the author has been careful to show that God’s blessing is also present—it has not been nullified by the mistakes and blatant sins of the human race.  At this point in Genesis, however, the blessing of God comes to the forefront.  The line of the “seed of the woman” and its effects on the world, reversing the destruction of sin, now becomes the primary theme.

The last verses of chapter 11 function as a “Janus” (named after the two-faced Roman god.)  In literature a janus is a segment which looks both backwards and forwards in the story linking what is coming from what has already occurred.  What details are we given about Terah and his family?  Do you see any significant trends in this family as described here?  Hint: the name Terah is associated with worship of the moon, as are the names Sarai (princess) and Milcah (the title of the moon god’s daughter Ishtar.)

We are told that Terah sets out for the land of Canaan but settles instead in Haran.  Haran was probably a major trade route and was a center for worship of the moon god, Sin. Any ideas about why Terah might have wanted to move?  Why might he have stopped in Haran?  What do you think Abraham’s early life might have been like?

Do you see any foreshadowing in the final verses of chapter 11?  (i.e. information that the author emphasizes that will become important to the story later on.)

As mentioned, chapter 12 is a major turning point in the book of Genesis.  We are introduced now to Abraham.  The commentary notes that he is not just a father of faith, he is the father of faith.  (Read through the “Heroes of Faith Hall of Fame—Hebrews 11—and see to whom the most number of verses are given.)  What does God ask of Abraham?  What do you think this cost him? (The commentaries list 3 things.)

Has God ever asked a similar thing of you?  How did you respond?  What things either hindered or helped you in responding to God’s call?

Read through Hebrews 11:8-16.  What positive things do we learn about Abraham?

List the specific promises that are made to Abraham in chapter 12. (Hint: there are 7!)

How do these promises relate to what men were seeking at the Tower of Babel? (11:4)

This begins the famous “Abrahamic covenant.”  It is so important that God actually repeats it (with addendums and enlargements) 3 separate times in the book of Genesis.

What do you note about this covenant?

In what way is Abraham going to bless all the families of the earth? (Note: While “Jesus” is always the right answer, try to think of some other ways Abraham brings blessings to the nations as well!)

While the text suggests that Abraham responded immediately, there is evidence that he may have waited, at least until his father died.  What does the author emphasize about Abraham in verses 4-9?  Who does he remind you of?  Note: Shechem was a center for many different religions and a major site of worship was the oak of Moreh because of its large branches extending up into the heavens. How does Abraham handle this?  What should we learn from this?

If Abraham was to settle in the promised land, he does not spend much time there.  As mentioned in one of the commentaries, the text has Abraham racing through Canaan all the way to the Negev (on the way to Egypt.)  Can you think of some reasons he might have done this?  This emphasizes the tension that we have: living on the promises of God but aware that everything around us is not “perfect” for the fulfillment of those promises. How should we handle this? 

