FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 1

Introduction

No book in Scripture has sparked more controversy or discussion than the book of Genesis.  In many ways it serves as the foundation to the understanding of everything that comes after it, beginning the themes that carry throughout every book of the Bible and finding their conclusion only at the very end of the story: Revelation.

Author
Historically the authorship of this book is attributed to Moses (along with the other 4 books making up the Pentateuch.)  It is clear, however, that Moses was not a direct observer of this event.  Some of this may have been revealed directly by God—but it is also possible, even likely that he drew on various oral and written traditions to compose this account.  Moses certainly had the skills and training for such an endeavor being raised in Pharaoh’s house and educated in the finest university of his day. (Note: Genesis and the other books of the Pentateuch do not claim Moses as their author.  However, centuries of Jewish and Christian teaching have always endorsed this claim.)
Purpose

Several ideas have been proposed as to the reason that Genesis was written and included in the Hebrew religious lexicon.

1. Historical: Was the point of the book to give us a history of how the world came to be?  To explain the diversity of plants, animals, and humans (languages, cultures)?

2. Biographical: The point of the book is to point us to the great patriarchs and to learn lessons from their lives.  Particularly showcased are Abraham—the father of 3 of the greatest religions on the planet, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.

3. Moralistic: The book is a collection of stories which teach us lessons as to how to live our lives, relate to God and relate to one another. 
4. Covenantal: the main theme of the book is to establish the fact that our God is a god who makes covenants with His people.  The first 11 chapters establish the need for such a covenant.  The middle chapters describe the establishment of that covenant and its ultimate purpose (the blessing of all the nations of the earth, see Genesis 12:3.)  This is considered by many to be the central idea or thesis of the entire book.  Finally the rest of the book is devoted to the establishment of the covenant people of God.
Ultimately the best clue as to the purpose of this book is found in the very first line: “In the beginning God”  Consider those 4 words.  What might they tell you about this book and its purpose?

Theology

It is impossible to understand the theology of this book without considering the theologies of the culture that surrounded the people of God in the time that it was written.  Much of the material included was set forth to refute the ideas of the people who dwelt next to the Israelites.  In the same way, Genesis can inform our theology today as we seek to define ourselves in the midst of the culture that surrounds us.
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Central ideas

1. God alone is sovereign

2. All of creation, nature, history is totally dependent on God (see Colossians 1:16-18)

3. God’s purpose in interacting with his creation (especially humankind) is to bring forth blessing.
Do you think this is the worldview accepted by the predominant culture in our world today?  Why or why not?  What things lead us to have a different view of God and His purposes?

One cannot escape the contrast seen throughout the book of Genesis—on the one hand man’s reckless disobedience: the original sin of Adam and Eve, the first murder of Abel by Cain, the wickedness of mankind that provokes the flood, the shaming of Noah by Ham, the plan of humankind to exalt themselves on the plain of Shinar.  Contrast this with the compassion and goodness of God: He clothed Adam and Eve, marked Cain to protect him from avengers, provided the ark to save Noah and his family, gave the covenant which ultimately provide the way of salvation for all humans (see Genesis 15:6, Romans 4:1-5, Galatians 3:5-9, James 2:21-24)
Read Deuteronomy 4: 32-29.  How does this impact our study of Genesis? 
