FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Pastoral Letters: Lesson 1

Introduction

1 Timothy 1:1-2

The so-called Pastoral Letters of Paul include 1,2 Timothy and Titus.  Unlike all the other letters of Paul these were not necessarily “open letters”, letters written to groups of peoples and meant for circulation amongst the churches that existed in Paul’s day.  That is not to say that these letters did not get “passed around”!  They obviously did because the early church fathers were well aware of them and they were included in the canon which became the Bible as we know it today.  However, the primary purpose of these letters is personal.  Paul is writing to younger ministry partners, whom he knew well, and to whom he had given specific assignments—to minister in those churches and correct false doctrines that had arisen.  We will note that Paul as a lot about what to say as well as how to say it.  It raises an immediate problem—reading this letter is like reading someone else’s e-mail today.  We don’t know the whole context of the relationship between Paul and these men and we don’t know the specific context of the churches where they were ministering (though we can make some educated guesses on both of these counts.)

It is likely that these letters were not written in the exact order that we find them here.  (Books in the canon were often ordered by their length rather than their chronology.)  Scholars debate about whether Titus or 1 Timothy was written first and most accept that 2 Timothy was written from Rome, in prison with Paul’s execution drawing near. (See 2 Timothy 4:6-8)  

In this study we are going to take the approach that Paul wrote these letters!  But I do not want you to be unaware that many Bible scholars dispute this idea, postulating that the letters were written in the second century by someone writing in Paul’s name (so-called pseudoepigraphy) but perhaps doing so from previous writings and notes that Paul left behind.  The main objections around Paul’s authorship are:
1. The style of writing and the Greek words used are different than Paul’s other writings.  There are several responses to this objection—these are the last letters Paul wrote (so his vocabulary may have changed) and he is advising men he knew well and writing about specific heresies developing in the church which might require a different lexicon.  Also Paul often used an amanuensis (someone else to write his letters) and many people believe that Luke was that person and may have inserted his own style as Paul dictated general ideas to him.

2. The “corrections” that Paul wants made seem to involve church leadership (hence his qualifications of an elder in 1 Timothy).  The objection is that it supposes a hierarchy in churches that did not exist in Paul’s time.  These letters also seem to be written to address the heresy of Gnosticism which did not fully develop until the second century. Read through Acts 20:17-38 and see what response you might make to these objections. 
3. It is not easy to fit these letters into the chronology of the book of Acts.  Luke closes out that book with Paul in prison awaiting his trial in Rome.  If one believes that Paul was tried, convicted and executed at that time then one has to fit the events of the Pastoral letters into the general scheme of the book of Acts (and some scholars have done so).  Most conservative scholars, however, believe that Paul was released from his Roman prison the first time, and resumed his travels, visiting Crete (where he left Titus) and then Ephesus (where he left Timothy). He then traveled to Spain and around 62-65 AD wrote the Pastoral epistles, the last of which (2 Timothy) was written after Paul was imprisoned in Rome for a second time (see 2 Timothy 4:16-18) and finally beheaded.
Reading through 1 Timothy 1:1-2 we note that Paul uses a format of greeting that was familiar to the Greek and Roman worlds.  (Much as we might begin a letter today “Dear John, how are you?  I am fine”)

How does Paul make this greeting distinctly Christian?  How would you compare or contrast this greeting with some of Paul’s other letters?
If you had to describe the apostle Paul to someone, what words might you use?  Can you think of some examples in the life of Paul that showcase both his strengths and maybe some weaknesses (or challenges?)

What does Paul say about Timothy in his greeting?  What kind of relationship do you think they might have had?  

We know quite a bit about the life of Timothy both from the Bible itself (see below) as well as from church history which teaches that Timothy was elected to be the first bishop of Ephesus and probably completed his ministry there.  We know he was imprisoned and released at least once in his life. Church legend has it that Timothy died opposing the veneration of the pagan goddess Diana and was stoned to death in 97 AD.  Read through the following verses.  What do they tell us about Timothy?  What qualities made him ideal for the ministry God called him to?  What things might he have struggled with?
· Acts 16: 1-5
· 1 Corinthians 4: 14-17

· 1 Thessalonians 3:1-8
· Philippians 2: 19-22
· Hebrews 13: 23
· 1 Timothy 4: 11-16
At the time that these letters were written, Timothy was serving as pastor to the church at Ephesus.  To gain greater understanding as to the situation Timothy found himself in, let’s study the following verses:

· Acts 19

· Revelations 2: 1-7

How do Christians come to lose their first love?  What role can a pastor play in preventing this?  How would a person’s youth (such as Timothy) work against him in this type of situation?

