FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Pastoral Letters:  Lesson 2

1 Timothy 1:1-7
As noted in the Introduction to this study, one of the big problems with interpreting any of the pastoral letters is that we are reading someone else’s mail. Paul’s other letters (Ephesians, Romans, Galatians) were open letters written to whole churches (and perhaps intended to be circulated, as they certainly were) to address problems or give encouragement.  Thus those letters more completely describe both the problems those churches were encountering and the doctrine that Paul wants to apply to them. In these letters (1,2 Timothy & Titus) Paul is writing to men he knew well and who (presumably) knew all about the problems that existed in the churches that they were assigned to.  So we have to make some educated guesses (or in some cases not-so-educated guesses) as to the problems that Paul wants corrected.
As mentioned in the last lesson, Paul uses a standard format for letters of that day while putting a distinctly “Christian spin” on it.  Though Timothy obviously knows Paul well, he formally introduces himself in the opening lines.  If asked for his CV, what kinds of things might Paul have listed? (see verses below)  What does he choose to focus on instead?

· Philippians 3:4-11

· 2 Corinthians 11:21-30

Commentators debate why Paul would use the term “God our savior” rather than “Jesus our savior”.  (Paul uses this term only in the Pastoral letters—see 1 Timothy 2:3 and 4:10.)  Think of some reasons why Paul might have described the author of our salvation in this way.  Think also about the city that Paul is writing to:  Ephesus: Roman outpost, center of Jewish exiles, city of Artemis/Diana of the Greeks. Why does Paul add on: Christ Jesus, who is our hope?  Who/what do people today look to for salvation?

Paul begins with a salutation that includes wishing his recipient “grace, mercy and peace”.  If we look at other Pauline letters (Ephesians, Galatians, etc.) we will note that he has departed from his traditional greeting by adding the term “mercy”.  Why might Paul have done this?

As we think about church controversies, divisions and disagreements today, why might mercy be a key component in addressing them?  How can we apply this in our churches today?

In verse 3 Paul immediately jumps into the fray! Note the implication here that Paul and Timothy have already discussed the problems facing the Ephesian church. What exhortations does Paul make to Timothy?  Given what we studied about Timothy in the last lesson, why might these exhortations be necessary?

Have you ever felt called upon to confront someone about a spiritual or doctrinal issue?  How did you handle that?  What things were hard about it?  What things helped you?

Again we cannot know for certain exactly what “strange doctrines” were being taught in the Ephesians church but looking at Paul’s words here, what things does he mention?  What comes to mind then you think of each?

· Strange doctrines

· Myths

· Endless genealogies

· Speculations

What does Paul offer as the antidote to all these things? (What does he want Timothy to focus on instead?  Hint: see the final part of verse 4!)
Paul summarizes the goals of all instruction in the church.  Think about each.  Why are they so important?
· Pure heart   (Keep in mind that to the ancient world the “heart” was not love and emotion—that was the stomach!  The heart was the seat of the mind, priorities, decisions, loyalties)

· Good conscience   (Philip Towner, in his commentary, focuses on the fact that the ancient world did not focus so much on an individual conscience but rather a group or societal conscience—so the ideas of “honor” and “shame” might apply here.  How is this foreign to our society today?)

· Sincere faith  (The exhortation to have sincere faith implies there might be insincere faith.  How would you describe that?)
Finally Paul capitalizes on a teaching of Jesus: “by their fruits you shall know them” (Matthew 7:15-20).

How does Paul describe these false teachers?  How should we apply this today?

