FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1,2,3 John:  Lesson 4

John 2:12-17

In this next section, having confronted the false ideas which had been propagated in his churches, and warned the faithful followers who have resisted the split that occurred and remained behind, John now proceeds with some statements to bolster their faith and encourage their walk—both as individuals and as a community.  Again we can see a pattern to the way John writes which would have made it easy for oral learners to retain the material he is teaching.  He addresses various subgroups within the church once and then repeats it again for emphasis.  The pattern goes like this:

I write to you  __________ because  ___________

In a way this section might remind us of 1 Timothy 5 where Paul uses a similar strategy.  Scan through that chapter again and see if there are any similarities or differences to the way that Paul and John approach their congregations.  
There is a lot of debates in commentaries about the categories that John uses. First of all, what happened to the women??  Most think that John is using the term “little children” to refer to all believers.  (Note how he opens this chapter in verse 1.)  Fathers would then represent “older believers” and might even apply to both men and women. (The Greek masculine can be used to indicate both sexes according to the context.)  Most likely John is not referring to chronologic age but rather is talking about those who are mature in their faith.  If we accept that thinking then “young men” might indicate believers (of both sexes) who have more recently come to faith.  First John addresses all believers as “little children”. (v 12, 13b).  What does John want his church members to know?   

Why might assurance that their sins are forgiven be important in the light of the section just previous to this one?  (Hint v 11)  What are some ways we could practice this in the church today?

Next he reminds all believers that they know the Father.  Why is that important? (see chapter 1 verse 6,7)  Do you see how this correlates with the first assurance that he gave in v 12?  
John is perhaps reminding them that they know the Father in a different way—a way that Jesus outlined, and John recorded in his gospel.  See John 14:6-17.  How does Jesus picture our relationship with God as changing because his disciples (and we) have come to know Him?

In verses 13 and 14 John addresses older (or more mature believers) and these statements are identical.  The key term seems to be “from the beginning”.  We have already seen John allude to this in his gospel (John 1:1-4) and in this letter (1 John 1:1-4).  What is he reminding these older believers about?  Why is this reminder needed? (In other words, are there some pitfalls that we, as mature believers, can fall into?)
Finally in verses 13, 14 he addresses younger believers.  What observation does he repeat?  How does he elaborate on this in the second exhortation? (How do we overcome the evil one?)

See also:

· 1 John 5:4-5

· Psalm 119: 9-16

The final exhortation is to everyone again and found in vv15-17. John contrasts the love the world with the love of the Father.  What contrasts do you see here between these 2?  Why are these 2 kinds of love mutually exclusive?  (See Jesus’ statement on this very topic in Matthew 6:24)
John seems to divide the love of the world into 3 categories.  What do you think each of these represents?
· The lust of the flesh

· The lust of the eyes

· The pride of life (the Greek here is better translated: pride in our achievements and possessions)

Some have compared this categorization with the sin of Eve (see Genesis 3:1-7) or with the temptations of Jesus (Luke 4:1-13).  Do you find this convincing?
What is John’s final comparison between belonging to the world or belonging to God?  Are there some ways that we, in the church, could take this more to heart? 
