FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1,2,3 John   Lesson 2

1 John 1:6-2:2

Bible scholars are not united in their opinions about when these letters were written.  It is entirely possible that at least 1 John was penned by John before his gospel was completed.  The idea is that there was an oral tradition around the teachings of John relative to the time he spent with Jesus, but that the actual writing of the gospel many have occurred later as John, or his disciples, collected these oral teachings and made a written record of them. So 1 John may have come first!  Throughout the centuries Bible teachers have pointed to the similarity, in content and style, between John’s gospel and this first letter. As noted previously, the purpose of these letters is to address false teaching and doctrine which were causing problems in the churches that John oversaw—up to and including churches that split because of these teachings!  Knowing that helps us understand the structure of the next part of this letter—it is a “point-counterpoint” discussion which compares the false teaching in these churches with what John presents as true doctrine.  Each time that John quotes their false ideas he uses the phrase “if we say” (verses 6,8,10) and is contrasted with the word “but if” which is the response that John makes to their incorrect statements.
1:6  If we say “we have fellowship with Him…”  
1:7  But if we walk in the light….

1:8  If we say “we have no sin”


1:9  But if we confess our sins

1:10  If we say “we have not sinned”


2:1  But if anybody does sin….

In verse 6, John is contrasting the ideas of having fellowship with God and walking in darkness.

Review what we learned about God and light in the last lesson.  Why is light such a good picture of who God is?  (Note: many people in the first century…and many today…embrace the idea of dualism: good and evil are equal forces vying for dominance in the world or in our lives.  How does the picture of God as light correct this thinking?  See also John 1:4-5)
What is the problem with claiming to have fellowship with God and actually to be walking in darkness?  Can you think of examples where “church people” (and even some Christians) can fall into this error?  What is John’s “stern word” if we do this? (v 6b)

John’s corrective point to this first mistake is to encourage us to “walk in the light”.  (See also Isaiah 2:5-11)  What are some practical ways we can do this?

What are the specific effects in our lives that occur when we seek to walk in his light? (v7)
What is the association between “walking in the light” and having Jesus cleansing us from our sin? Why is this also necessary for genuine fellowship with other believers?

The first misconception of the false teachers is that they were in fellowship with God because they believed they were having mystical experiences with His Spirit which was proof that all was well in their spiritual life.  Such people believed that these spiritual experiences made it irrelevant whether or not they sought to avoid sin. Their subsequent conclusion was that the idea of sin was irrelevant! (“if we say we have no sin….”)  How is this idea alive and well in our world today (even in the church)?  How does John correct such thinking (v 8b)?
John’s doctrinal refutation of this incorrect thinking (“we have no sin”) is one of the most comforting verses in the entire Bible.  His solution is NOT to deny the truth (i.e. live in denial) but rather the CONFESS!  What are the effects of confession in our life (from verse 9)?

There are many verses in the Bible that deal with salutatory effects of confession.  The Catholics actually make a regular church practice out of it.  What are some good things about this practice?  How should we incorporate confession into our daily lives?  Should we be more like Catholics?
See also:

· Psalm 32 (compare this Psalm with what John is teaching here)

· Proverbs 28:13

· James 5:15
John’s third point centers around the false teaching “if we say we have not sinned”.  This sounds a lot like point #2!  What is the difference between saying “we have no sin” and “we have not sinned”?    Note that John cannot help himself here and breaks his “if…but” formula to insert “I am writing this so that you may not sin”.  Do you think it is possible to live a sinless life? (Note that sincere Christians have debated this for centuries.)

But if we do sin, what is our recourse?  Note that this applies not just to us but to the whole world.  How does this change things for us? (2 Corinthians 5:18-21!) 
What does it mean to us that we have an everlasting Advocate who is also the payment (atoning sacrifice) for our sin?  See also Hebrews 2:17-18 and 4:15-16.
